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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 
“My Daily Contemplation’ 
By Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 
HIS precious little manual shows a practical way of convert- 
ing all the moments of our life and activity into prayer and 
contemplation — into pure love of God. It suggests the most 
proper ejaculations and affections, oral prayers and internal eleva- 
tions to God, so as to enable souls to converse almost incessantly 
with God in the spirit of tender, childlike love, in spite of daily 
occupations, troubles and distractions. — A true treasure, not 
only for souls consecrated to God, but for all faithful Christians 
who aspire to a true love of God. 
Prayer book size, 325 pages. Price: Single copies, $1.20; in quantities of 
6 or more, $1.00. (Available also in Polish.) 
Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








> 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


Chomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York Fe N. Y. 











pavernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 




















PREMIUMS for NEW and RENEWAL Subscriptions 








ONE Subscription 


Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractive prints with spiritual 
thoughts and verses of encouragement. OR: 

Scheyern Cross — Small metal cross, which has been touched to a relic 
of the True Cross. OR: 

Choice of Booklets: ‘“Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night 
Adoration in the Home’; or: ‘United in Christ’; or: ‘‘Why 
Not Make Your Home Ideal?” 

TWO Subscriptions 

“Treasures of the Mass’? — A practical and inspiring explanation of 
the prayers, ceremonies and symbolism of the Mass. OR: 

Artistic Picture of Pope Pius XII — Beautifully lithographed likeness 
of the Holy Father in contrasting colors. OR: 


Views of the Limpias Crucifix — Four views of the Miraculous Crucifix 
of Limpias with devout reflections. 


THREE Subscriptions 
“Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’ — An ideal prayerbook for 
children. Rose or blue cloth. OR: 
Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti — An inspiring biography of a holy 
Benedictine religious of Italy, whose intercession has obtained 
many striking favors. OR: 


“I Pray the Mass’ — A splendid Sunday Missal, with clear type in 
red and black. 448 pages. Black durotex binding. 


FIVE Subscriptions 


Free Subscription — A one-year subscription to “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” free. OR: 
Sacred Heart Library — 7 booklets of devotions, devotional practices 
and prayers in honor of the Sacred Heart. OR: — 
Sacred Heart, Lover of Mankind — A truly noble representation of 
our Savior, suitable for the Enthronement. 17 x 24 in. Sepia. 
NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years 
for $2.00 are entitled to only ONE premium offered for one 
subscription. Please mention premium desired. 








Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Ghis symbolic picture of the Catholic Gress (represented by 
the strong and valiant woman) shows its power for good in in- 
structing the faithful, crushing error, upholding the Church and 
foiling the plots of evil powers. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 40 February, 1945 No. 10 


<4 the Diasced> Sein Reign A 
pe POE 


—- CHO : 
ACH year, in the festivals and Sundays extending 
from the Nativity of Our Lord to those im- 
mediately preceding Lent, the Church commem- 
orates the principal events of our Savior’s Infancy, 
Childhood and Youth, and puts before us His 
teachings and miracles which in a special way 
remind us of the Holy Family and of the spirit 
that should pervade all Christian families. In 
this season, as in all others, she has a definite 
purpose in the selection of her Epistles and Gospels and liturgical texts. 
During this season, that purpose is to focus our attention on the virtues 
of home life and to provide us with motives and inspirations for 
imitating the example of holy living given us by Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph. 
When so many other influences tend to make the lives of Catholics 
more and more worldly and to destroy all vestiges of home life, it 
is well to direct our thoughts to the lessons presented to us by the 
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Church during this part of the Ecclesiastical Year. First of all, let us 
consider that the Church encourages the celebration of the Feast of 
the Holy Family on the Sunday within the Octave of the Epiphany. 
She leads us back in imagination to the quiet home of Nazareth, where 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived their peaceful lives, interiorly wrapped 
in contemplation and prayer and exteriorly fulfilling their various 
labors in conformity with God’s holy will. 

She shows us the “just” Joseph, placed by God as steward and 
protector of the Divine treasures, Jesus and Mary, zealously watching 
over these precious trusts and pursuing his humble trade as a carpenter. 





Love, joy and peace reigned in the Holy Family 


She shows us Mary, the tender mother and devoted wife, sharing his 
labor by conscientiously and lovingly fulfilling her household tasks and 
domestic duties, soothing the cares of Joseph and teaching the Child 
Jesus. And above all she shows us the Divine Child, eager to share 
in the work of His holy Mother and foster father as He advances in 
age, and ever seeking by word and act to make their home a sanctuary 
of peace and joy. She shows us, in the Epistle and Gospel of this 
feast, the special domestic virtues which flourished in that holy home: 
charity, mutual help, respect, obedience and love. She teaches us 
also the relationships which ought to exist between parents and children 
when she shows the anxious solicitude of the holy parents and the 
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obedience of the Divine Child in the narration of the loss of Jesus 
in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

In the Gospel of the Second Sunday after Epiphany, the Church 
presents us with still another aspect of the sacredness of the family. 
This Gospel tells us of the first miracle which Jesus performed by 
changing water into wine at the wedding feast of Cana — an act 
which teaches us the high regard in which Our Lord held the marriage 
state, and the blessings that He wills to confer upon those who live 
in holy wedlock and strive to lead a wholesome family life. 

Finally, the Church seems to reiterate her teachings regarding 
family life by the dedication of the month of Febraary to the Holy 
Family, by which she wishes to encourage her children to strive more 
earnestly to foster a true family life, modelled after that of the home 
of Nazareth. This desire of the Church is beautifully expressed in an 
address of our Supreme Pontiff, Pius XII, to a group of newly-wedded 
couples, wherein he suggested that they dedicate their new home as a 
“basilica” by consecrating it to God under the invocation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and the patron saints of the husband and wife as a little 
domestic temple, wherein mutual love and peace should reign by the 
faithful observance of God’s commandments. 

Already in the first century, St. John Chrysostom referred to the 
home as a church when he wrote: “Prayer and teaching in the church 
are not enough; they must be accompanied by prayer and reading at 
home; for the home is a little church, an ecclesia domestica.” These 
words may seem strange to modern minds, but they are words that 
need to be repeated and emphasized, as a dominant note in a musical 
composition, if home life is to be what it should be, if harmony, peace 
and love are to reign there, if charity, co-operation and mutual respect 
are to be found there. The dwelling place of every Christian family 
should be a house of God. It should be firmly established on a religious 
basis. God should dwell there; for, “where love is, there God is.” 
His rights should be respected in the home and He should reign in 
it as King. 

There is no use complaining of the evils of our times, no use sit- 
ting in judgment over those homes infected with the plagues of modern 
evils, whose inmates run after empty shadows and unsatisfying earthly 
gains. But there is much use for Catholic families, in face of the 
threatening destruction of their own home life, to seek refuge in the 
Ark of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. As God commanded Noe of old, 
so the Sacred Heart of Jesus invites and commands Catholic families: 
Enter thou and all thy household into this Ark, — by consecrating your 
home and yourselves to Me, by placing in My care all that concerns 
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you, by confiding all your interests, work and pleasures, health and 
sickness, good fortune and misfortune, to My Divine Providence and 
loving protection.” It is incalculable what benefits would result if 
Catholic families as a whole would respond to this invitation; if all 
would turn wholeheartedly to the Heart of Jesus and give Him the op- 
portunity of restoring peace and order in their homes through the 
Enthronement of His Sacred Heart, and then live up to the ideals which 
the Enthronement supposes. 

Every added home in which the sovereignty of Our Lord is pro- 
claimed and where all the members of the family live in the spirit of 
consecration becomes a new support for the social reign of the Sacred 
Heart and a fresh weapon to destroy the empire of Satan. Such homes 
become real citadels of peace and harbors of safety against all the 

warfare that is raging to throw individuals and society into a mass of 

ruins. They are the rightful families of the Divine King and heirs 
to the favors of His Sacred Heart. Over such families the angels of 
God keep watch, extending their protecting wings over all the members 
of the household, warding off the evil spirits from them, and bearing 
to them messages of love and tokens of generosity from Our Lord. 
It is into these sacred shrines that the peace of Christ enters, showing 
those who dwell there, day by day, that the power and love of His 
Sacred Heart is ever near at hand to bless and help them in all things 
which concern their spiritual and temporal welfare. 


During the month of the Holy Family may this holy Crusade of 
the Enthronement extend far and wide and induce family after family 
to consecrate itself to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, for the sanctification 
of its own members and the affirmation of the rights of Jesus Christ 
as King of individuals, King of families and King of nations. There 
is no surer means of bringing God’s blessing upon homes and nations 
than giving glory to the Sacred Heart and proclaiming His sovereign 
rights over all mankind. 


Times without number, Our Lord has shown how pleasing the 
practice of the Enthronement is to Him by granting wonderful graces 
to the families who have thus honored Him as their King. Father 
Mateo, the founder of this Apostolate, relates many such examples in 
his discourses, some of which are contained in our booklet, Six Dis- 
courses On the Enthronement. Another booklet, Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in the Home, gives a clear explana- 
tion of the nature of the Enthronement, together with the form of 
ceremonial, Act of Consecration and other prayers. Each booklet, 10¢. 
Postage extra. 

















The Mystery of the Purification 
shoo 


N February 2, the Church solemnly commemorates the double mystery 
of Mary’s Purification and of the Presentation of the Child Jesus in 
the Temple. In offering Jesus to the Heavenly Father, the Blessed 

Virgin Mary fulfilled a law which God Himself had given to Moses when He said: 
“Sanctify unto Me every firstborn that openeth the womb among the children 
of Israel, as well of men as of beasts: for they are all Mine” (Exod. xiii. 2). The 
absolute dedication of the firstborn here mentioned, strictly speaking, would have 
involved the child’s immolation as a holocaust to the Majesty of God; but the Lord 
had expressly said that He would not have this, and that He would only have the 
infant offered to Him and afterwards redeemed by the payment to the priest of 
the sum of five shekels, its mother offering for her purification a lamb and a young 
dove, or two young doves, or else two pigeons. 

Now, St. Luke teaches us in his Gospel that, in accordance with this law, 
Mary and Joseph came to the Temple to offer the Holy Child to the Lord. It is _: 
clear that Mary, on account of her wonderful holiness and purity, was in no way ‘ 
subject to the law of purification. But on the other hand, Jesus was more subject 
than any other child could possibly be to the:law of sanctification to God. Indeed, 


we may say that this law had been made‘mainly with Him in view. Was He not -— 


the Firstborn before all others? for, is not this just the name, applied to Him by 
St. Paul — “the Firstborn of every creature” (Col. i. 15)? Furthermore, if the 
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law of sanctification was founded upon the relation existing between 
every creature and Himself, as God Himself declares, is it not true that 
Jesus is God’s more than any other being? Oh, how pre- -emifiently 
does He belong to God! how truly is He God’s sphere and possession 
and property! 

Thus Jesus had to be offered and immolated; and He was to be 
His Father’s Victim and Holocaust. The holy Child knew this well: 
at the beginning of His incarnation He had said: “Holocausts for sin 
did not please Thee. Then said I: Behold I come” (Heb. x. 6, 7), 
to take the place of all other victims; and His oblation was accepted 
by the Father. It was accepted at the time of His incarnation; it was 
afterwards publicly accepted in the mystery of the purification, but in 
this Jesus was not immolated. His painful immolation was deferred | 
for three and thirty years; and meanwhile, like an ordinary child,: He 
was legally redeemed with five shekels of silver. 

Jesus offered Himself; and this He did by the outward ministry 
of Mary and Joseph, and especially by Mary. But Mary herself 
also really offered Him, and for this reason. Here there was a sacrifice, 
and Jesus was the Victim. Now, in the Old Law, God strictly forbade 
the offering of any stolen victim. The victim had to belong to the 
person who offered it. But what child ever belonged to its mother as 
Jesus belonged to Mary? Clearly, our holy patron St. Joseph pos- 
sessed Him in a manner which was imperfect compared with the right 
of possession which was Mary’s. Hence Mary had to offer Him. 

And then, if Jesus was a Victim, and in this mystery plainly a 
Victim, and not so plainly a Priest, to whom could He better com- 
municate His spirit of priesthood for offering His outward Oblation 
than to His Mother? And lastly, if Jesus is the Victim, He must have 
an altar. But what worthier altar could He find than the hands of the 
Immaculate Virgin? 

For all these reasons, Mary really had the right to offer Jesus to 
His Heavenly Father in this mystery. 

Who, then, can describe the inward dispositions with which Mary 
offered this one Victim of heaven and earth, the Sacrifice whose very 
act and state corresponded with all that is due to the infinite majesty 
of God? Two great servants of Mary, St. Thomas of Villanova and 
St. Bernardine of Siena, thought they heard in mental prayer the words 
addressed by the holy Virgin to the Father when she was making her 
offering; they are as follows, and they lift a small corner of the veil 
which conceals the wonders of Divine love in Mary. 

“When the holy Virgin came to the altar, she knelt down, and, 
holding her’Son in her hands, she offered Him to God the Father’ as 
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an oblation well pleasing to His Majesty; and with a heart inflamed 
with the Holy Ghost, she said: ‘O Almighty Father, take this Oblation 
which I make to Thee for the whole world. I who am Thy handmaid 
offer It. Take this Son who belongs both to Thee and to me; He is 
Thine from all eternity, He is only just now mine. I give Thee un- 
bounded thanks for condescending thus to honor me, willing me to 
be the Mother of Him of whom Thou art the Father. Take now from 
the hands of Thy servant this most holy morning Sacrifice, which shall 
one day be offered Thee as an evening Sacrifice on the wood of the 
Cross. Consider, O most holy Father, both the Victim I am offering 
to Thee, and for whom I am offering It...’” (Thus far from the Works 
of St. Thomas of Villanova, p. 611; what follows in the quotation is 
from St. Bernardine of Siena, Vol. iv. of his Works, p. 115.) | “For I 
know the value of the Oblation I am making unto Thee, and I know 
for whom I am offering It. I offer It to Thee for my well-beloved 
children, that their sins may be expiated and that they may be illumined 
and moulded by grace, that they may receive Thy help in this world, 
and Thy glory hereafter. And thus do I give to my children of grace 
my own Son, and I give myself also, desiring to be wholly theirs in 
all their needs.” 

Thus spoke our holy Mother, and the flames of her love of God 
and of souls mingled with those of the love of Jesus; and the Father 
accepted the Qblation and Holocaust of love and was unspeakably 
satisfied. Oh, when shall we, too, be set free from all the bonds of 
earth, and become pure offerings to His Divine Majesty, sending up a 
sweet savor before His heavenly throne? 


The Lovely Spectacle Presented by Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
in the Temple of Jerusalem 


Jesus, Mary and Joseph, gathered together in the Temple of Jerusa- 
lem, the famous place where God willed to be honored, where so many 
sacrifices had been offered to His glory, where so many of the just 
had gone to pray (and yet this Temple was but a figure of the holy 
Humanity of Jesus) how lovely a spectacle was this! The Victim of 
victims who came to take the place of all those of the Law was there 
for the first time, and although He was not to be immolated in the 
Temple, yet His sacrifice was really offered there where everything was 
a type of His immolation. When Jesus drew near the Sanctuary and 
sent up His first look of love and adoration to the Father, when from . 
His inmost Heart arose the praise He offered to God’s infinite Majesty, 
how much did the fulfilment of all that had been prefigured by the 
Temple sacrifices redound to the glory of His thrice holy Father! And 
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how high an honor was it for this celebrated place! Never was there 
any glory to match the invisible glory with which it was clothed. For- 
merly, when this same Temple which had been destroyed at the time 
of the Babylonian captivity, was rebuilt by Zorobabel, many of the 
priests and Levites and chiefs who had seen the first Temple, and who 
saw the less fair proportions of the second, uttered loud lamentations. 
They only saw what was before their eyes; but how great would have 
been their joy had they been able to look into the future, and to see 
like Abraham “the day of Jesus Christ,” and to know the glory and 
magnificence of the New Temple, when the great Victim, Jesus, would 
come to offer Himself in it by the hands of His Immaculate Mother! 

And the holy Mother, too, was the honor and glory of the Temple 
she was visiting. Of old, the Ark of the Covenant had been its most 
precious treasure; but the true Ark of the Covenant, of which the first 
was but a figure, was Mary. She had borne within her Him who is 
the true Manna come down from heaven, and she had manifested Him 
to the world at Bethlehem, the house of bread, and now she was 
bringing Him into the Temple which no longer possessed any of the 
symbolic manna. 

And with Mary was St. Joseph, the worthy representative of all 
the souls who through all the ages were to worship God in sincerity 
and truth. For, if it be true that the Temple constantly resounded with 
the praises of God, Jesus was thus to reproach the Jews in the name 
of His Heavenly Father: “This people honoreth Me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from Me” (Matt. xv. 8). The Father sought 
those who worshiped Him in spirit and in truth. Of these was St. 
Joseph, who was the most beloved of all the worshipers of the Father 
after Jesus and Mary. How lovingly did he unite with the Divine 
Victim and with her whom he had a right to call his Spouse! How 
were these three hearts but one, or rather, how were these three victims 
but one single Victim! In the Temple was an altar which was called 
the Altar of Incense. Every morning the priest had to cast into the 
fire burning on the altar an aromatic compound called Thymiama; it 
was a pleasing mixture of various sweet-smelling materials which 
blended their odors as they burned, and filled the Holy Place with 
perfume. But the perfect Thymiama, compounded of the sweetest per- 
fumes, was in reality now these three hearts, blending together their 
holy affections, praises and prayers, and their common Oblation to the 
Heavenly Father; and all the Temple, that is to say, heaven itself, the 
true Temple of God, was perfumed with the savor of their sacrifice. 

O Jesus! O Mary! O Joseph! Oh, that I might worship and 
praise and supplicate like you! Would that I might have your perfect 
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spirit of a Victim, when I go to the House of God! Could I only 
have the outward recollection and inward fervor, which you had and 
showed in the mystery of the Purification! How far am I from being 
a perfect worshiper in spirit and in truth! Would that I might be so, 
and that thus the sacrifice of my whole being might ascend towards 
the heart of my Heavenly Father with a savor of sweetness, until I shall 
be able to offer myself as a spotless sacrifice in heaven itself, the Temple 
of His eternal glory. (Adapted from “Jesus Christ, Priest and Victim,” 
by M. Giraud.) 


he, 





“Upon this rock I will build 
My Church, 
and the gates of hell 


| shall not prevail against it’ 
(Matt. xvi. 18). 








The Bulwark of Church and Country 


= On04— 

HE month of February, which has been designated as 
“Catholic Press Month,” wherein special consideration 
is to be given to the importance of Catholic news- 
papers, magazines, books and pamphlets, and to the 
threefold duty incumbent upon Catholics to support, 
read and circulate them, may be regarded as equally important, sacred 

and richly contributive to faith and morals as are the months of May 

and June, when the Church in a special manner encourages devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin and to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, or to the 
months of. the Holy Rosary and the Poor Souls. Why so? In these 
times Catholic people more than ever need to be informed of the 
Catholic viewpoint of events that are transpiring throughout the world, 
of the good and bad propaganda which is being circulated and of the 
falsehoods and slanders which godless agencies are constantly spread- 
ing, and to be instructed in the right attitudes which are to be taken 
by them in the many complex situations of life. To correctly under- 
stand current happenings and to be put on guard against false and 
insidious doctrines, the only safe and reliable interpreter in the field 
of printed matter is the Catholic Press. The Catholic Press is indeed 
the only press which gives Catholic people the proper viewpoint and 
offers sound principles upon which to form their opinions and judg- 
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ments. The moral problems which confront the Church today lie very 
extensively in the political, social and economic fields and cannot be 
adequately treated from the pulpit. But the Catholic Press makes it 
its task to analyze and interpret these problems in the light of Catholic 
teachings and principles, and brings to homes and individuals the 
correct rules to apply in their solution. 

The Catholic Press might in a real sense be called a “missionary” 
in its work of bringing to Catholic homes the teachings of the Church. 
It provides a postschool course in religion and morality, sociology 
and apologetics. It helps to build up moral character, which, on the 
other hand, bad books and magazines are ever tending to tear down. 
It nourishes Catholic life. Experience proves its worth in this. First 
of all, it develops a Catholic sense in the home. Editorials voicing 
the Catholic attitude stimulate thought and reflection which leads to 
correct action. The Catholic Press helps to make of the family devoted, 
intelligent and loyal Catholics, who need no reminder either of their 
duties to God or to the Church which represents Him on earth, or to 
their neighbor. Finally, the Catholic Press often leads to conversions 
of negligent Catholics and also of non-Catholics. 

The death of a poor old woman some years ago occasioned the 
printing of an interesting story concerning this power of the Press. 
The woman was seriously concerned over her son-in-law, who had 
no regard for Sundays and holy days and, as she said, “led the life 
of a pagan.” Though she herself could neither read nor write, she 
realized the power of the printed word. Knowing that a neighboring 
family took a certain Catholic paper, she decided that it would be well 
to have it in her home also. So, not having the necessary money for 
a subscription, she paid the agent by washing for his family. Thus 
for years the paper came to the home and, without suspecting the real 
reason for its presence, the son-in-law read it. Finally he took sick 
and it was evident that death was near. The family sent for the priest, 
who entered the sickroom with some hesitancy. But he was unexpected- 
ly greeted with the words: “I am waiting for you!” The way for this 
conversion had been paved by the reading of a Catholic journal! 

Countless examples of this kind might be related to show the 
good effected by a Catholic publication in the home, but let us pass 
for the moment to the evils occasioned by bad reading, because America 
today is literally flooded with literature subversive to faith and morals. 
With an even more deadly devastation than that which organized in- 
fantry, artillery and airplanes inflict, these publications are causing 
untold ruin through the dissemination of falsehood and “filth” (to 
use a popular expression). The secular press is to a large extent the 
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vehicle of this evil propaganda which manifests itself under many 
forms. As a result of evil reading, all sense of right and wrong is 
lost, passions are aroused, obedience to authority is relaxed, virtue is 
undermined, faith is extinguished, love grows cold and vice triumphs. 

We can be preserved from these evils of bad reading only by 
banishing from our homes, as we would banish all carriers of bodily 
diseases, every carrier of thought that might infect souls with the deadly 
germs of vice and lead to spiritual death by the loss of faith and 
morality, and by providing good wholesome reading such as is supplied 
by the Catholic Press. The Catholic Press is and will remain one of 
our strongest bulwarks in the preservation of Church and country. 

For the improvement of their own spiritual life and for the wel- 
fare of Church and nation, Catholics ought to be faithful and untiring 
readers of Catholic literature. But they must not stop there. As 
apostolic members of the Church and patriotic citizens of their country, 
they will make efforts especially during Catholic Press Month to see 
that other individuals, other families, learn to shun evil reading and 
to appreciate the value of Catholic newspapers, magazines, books 
and pamphlets. The dividends they will draw from such an invest- 
ment will be rich indeed, payable not in the perishable currency of 
time but in the priceless gold of everlasting happiness. 

May the glorious patron of the Catholic Press, St. Francis de Sales, 
inspire with his boundless zeal for souls a host of champions who, by 
the dissemination of Catholic literature, will, as he did, counteract the 
evil of false propaganda and thus help to win legions of souls for 
Christ. To the efforts of this great apostle is attributed the conversion 
of 70,000 souls from heresy. His motto was “Vive, Jesu! — Live, 
Jesus!” May it be our motto also in a zealous crusade to bring Jesus 
to many souls through the reading and dissemination of Catholic truth. 


sa. an 


Charity for the Poor Souls Is Its Own Reward 
Oe 
HE subject of charity is one that is inexhaustible, be- 
cause the virtue of charity itself is the origin, the bond 
and the summit of all perfection, the root, stem, branch, 
sap and fruit of all holiness. But not among the least 
of the branches of the parent tree is charity exercised 
in behalf of the beloved friends of God, the poor souls 
in purgatory. Such charity is both a source of high merit for the 
person who exercises it and a source of benefit for the poor souls, 
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and is in this respect deserving of a particular reward. In truth, 
spiritual writers hold that one of the best means to avoid purgatory 
is to have a great tenderness and zeal to comfort and assist the souls 
suffering there. The proof of this claim lies in the words of Christ: 
“With what measure you measure, it shall be measured to you” (Matt. 
vii. 2). 

The meaning of this statement is clear: everyone shall be dealt 
with by God in the same manner as he deals with others. It follows, 
then, that if a person has spent himself in earnest endeavors to help 
the souls in purgatory, and has really delivered some before their 
time, he will be requited with the same charity which he has shown 
to them and with a hundredfold besides, the eternal reward of heaven, 
for in another place Our Lord tells us: “Give, and it shall be given 
to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
shall they pour into your lap” (Luke vi. 38). Charity in behalf of 
the poor souls makes satisfaction for one’s own transgressions and wins 
the favor and mercy of God for the one who exercises it. The case 
is not unlike that of the prudent Abigail, who, when King David was 
greatly incensed against her husband, Nabel, and had sworn to pursue 
his whole family with the sword and reduce to ashes all his possessions, 
ventured to meet the king with a splendid present and did so with so 
much humility and grace that David, after some little show of anger, 
grew calmer, forgave Nabel, and sent Abigail joyfully back to her 
home with a message of peace. (1 Kings xv.) The application is apt. 
It is true, here on earth every one of us has played the part of the 
ungrateful Nabel, and has offended God and provoked His displeasure, 
so that it may seem that He deals favorably with us if He sends 
us to purgatory. But, withal, if we have also played the part of 
Abigail and have offered to God grateful presents in the form of suf- 
frages and fervent prayers for the poor souls and have thereby made 
our peace, we may look for leniency in His dealings with us. 

A second proof of the statement that charity towards the poor 


souls is one of the greatest means of avoiding purgatory will be found ~ 


in a consideration of the words of St. Peter when he exhorts us above 
all things to have charity for one another, because “charity covers 
a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. iv. 8). Since it is the greatest of charities 
to help poor souls out of purgatory, because they are in themselves 
utterly helpless, those who devote themselves wholly to this service 
may be confident that they will “cover their sins” so as to put them 
out of the reach of purgatory’s fire. A story is told of the siege of 
Guelph, Duke of Bavaria, by Ghibellin, who forced him to surrender 


his town under such hard terms that the women only were permitted 
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to leave and to take with them only what they could carry upon their 
backs. The men were to remain at the enemy’s mercy. But the good 
women, taking counsel with one another, found a strange expedient 
whereby they could save their husbands as well as themselves, for 
each took her husband upon her back, and, with whatever else she 
could carry about her, marched out of the town. Ghibellin and all his 
followers were so struck with astonishment at this sight, that, though 
they might have disputed their passage as not conforming to the order 
given, yet they were filled with admiration for the stratagem and 
example of true conjugal love that they permitted all to pass freely. 
And hence we may likewise conclude that those who so much love the 
poor souls in purgatory as to carry them, as it were on their backs, 
out of their miserable state, will find heaven’s gates open and all the 
blessed spirits ready to receive them with acclamations of joy. 

Finally, charity to the poor souls has a claim to a return of charity 
on the part of those who are delivered from purgatory, for it is im- 
possible to conceive that they who have thus been ransomed by the 
ardent zeal of their friends will not hold themselves obliged to recipro- 
cation, to a return of a like charity to the souls of their benefactors 
when they leave the world. How can those happy souls who enjoy the 
overflowing bliss and charity of heavenly glory choose but to employ 
all their intercessory power to aid their benefactors? But there is no 
need to multiply reasons in a case so clear in itself, so full of piety 
and so full of concern for God’s glory. This further thought alone 
will suffice to convince us of the profit to ourselves in being charitable 
towards the poor souls in purgatory. Cajetan, a renowned spiritual 
writer, argues that it is but reasonable to believe that the suffrages 
which are offered up for souls who are not in purgatory, will be applied 
to those who have had a particular affection and devotion towards the 
suffering souls during life, and this certainly will be a powerful means 
of assistance for them. When relating the parable of the unjust steward 
and the master’s commendation of his wisdom in providing for the 
future, our Savior uttered a truism when He added: “The children of 
this world are in relation to their own generation more prudent than 
are the children of light.” If we take to heart these words, by being 
ever mindful to pray for the departed, we will also “make for ourselves 
friends so that when we fail we may be received into everlasting 
dwellings.” (Luke xvi. 8, 9.) 


Spiritual Vitamin for February 
My God, my only Good, Thou art all mine; grant that I may be 
all thine. (Ind. of 300 days.) . 











Beware of Superstition— the Bane of Catholic 
Faith and Morals 


~@o= 
UPERSTITION may be defined briefly as “any act or 


practice which gives false or superfluous worship to 
God or undue honors to creatures.” It is a sin against 
the virtue of religion — that virtue by which men ex- 
hibit due reverence to God as the Creator and Supreme 
Ruler of -all things, and acknowledge their dependence upon Him by 
rendering Him fitting worship, both interior and exterior. 

The vice of superstition is like a four-headed monster, which worms 
its way even into the best society and draws its coils about many 
victims, causing them to offend in various ways against the First Com- 
mandment of God. The first of its heads is the improper worship of 
God; the second is idolatry — giving to creatures the worship due to 
God alone; the third is divination, — attempting to extract from crea- 
tures a knowledge of future events or of things known to God alone; 
and the fourth is vain observance, which includes the practice of magic 
and occult arts. 

Even in normal times, superstitious practices and beliefs are sur- 
prisingly widespread, but in times of great stress such as the present, 
the practice of various forms of superstition reaches alarming propor- 
tions. Because of the growing popularity of many such practices at 
the present time, particularly such as chain letters, fortune telling and 
the use of the ouija board, it seems necessary to warn Catholics of the 
danger to their faith and morals which underlies such practices, even 
when they are undertaken in a spirit of amusement, as well as to caution 
them against extravagant devotions which come under the head of: 
false worship. 





False Worship 


The virtue of religion can be sinned against either by excess or by 
deficiency in religious observances. Excess in religious worship is 
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called superstition, which implies the addition of something. Certainly 
we cannot make ourselves guilty of excess in the sense of doing too 
much for Almighty God either in the amount or in the fervor of re- 
ligious observances, for no creature could do too much for God in 
either respect, unless, perhaps, we should thereby neglect other grave 
duties which God imposes on us. The excess of worship must therefore 
lie in our wrong practice of it; that ig to say, as St. Thomas of Aquin 
tells us, either because we pay it to an object not deserving of worship, 
or else, while worshiping in the right direction, we worship in a wrong 
way — by introducing false methods into our worship. 

God has commissioned His Church to teach all truth; consequently 
she alone is able to tell us how God wishes to be worshiped, and when 
devotions are contrary to the doctrine and practice of the Church, they 
are superstitious. God has likewise given to us the Mass and the sacra- 
ments as the most efficacious means of obtaining His grace and help. 
To supplant these means of Divine assistance with forms of piety that 
are questionable is to offer to God a false worship, and this may even 
become grievously sinful. 

False worship may consist in practicing devotions which are based 
on false revelations, apparitions, etc. It may consist also in acts which 
vitiate otherwise good and holy religious practices, for example by ex- 
pecting from certain pre-arranged circumstances a greater efficacy of 
prayer or other religious exercise. Such would be the expecting of 
greater benefits from Masses offered before sunrise, with a certain 
number of candles arranged in a certain order, offered by a priest 
bearing a certain saint’s name, etc. Similarly, it would be superstitious 
to suppose that a prayer, in order to be efficacious, must be said on a 
particular day, at a particular hour, in a particular place or posture, 
and a particular number of times, etc. etc. 

It is not superstitious, however, to say five Our Fathers in honor 
of the five Holy Wounds of Jesus on Friday (or any other day), or 
three in honor of the Blessed Trinity on Sunday, or seven Hail Marys 
in honor of the seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin, etc.; nor is it 
superstitious to offer triduums, novenas, or the nine First Fridays, or 
thirteen Tuesdays in honor of St. Anthony, or other similar devotions 
which are approved by the Church; because these numbers, or days or 
dates are convenient for shaping and regulating certain excellent de- 
votions, which are entirely in keeping with true Catholic piety. 


Chain Prayers 
One of the most familiar forms of false worship is that known as 
the “chain prayer.” Such a prayer usually has attached to it a promise 
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that some wonderful favor will be gained on condition that it be 
recited a given number of times, on a given number of days, and be 
passed on to a certain number of other persons within a certain time. 
It likewise carries a threat of dire consequences to follow if the chain 
be broken by a failure to say the prayer or to send it on to others. 
A concrete example of such chain prayers is a so-called “Novena 
to the Little Flower,” which is being widely circulated at the present 
time. It reads:— . 
This novena to the Little Flower was sent to me by 
so and so, and I am passing it on to you. I hope you won’t 
break it. It was started in 1933 and is going around the 
world for the third time. The fourth day after you receive 
this, a special favor will come to you. It is remarkable how 
this prediction comes true. Make four copies of this letter 
and before the fourth day send it to four of your friends 
and have them say one Our Father and Hail Mary for nine 
consecutive days. In your letter you must mention who sent 
you this letter. This is approved by the Sisters of St. 
Francis. Notice what happens on the fourth day. 


It is hard to understand how any thinking Catholic will let him- 
self be duped by such “pious” nonsense, yet the fact that such letters 
gain a wide circulation is an all too evident proof that many do give 
them credence. 

Closely related to this type of prayer is another, usually based on 
some spurious revelation or apparition, and also equipped with one 
or more wonderful promises. In this category we may place the prayer 
to the Wound in Our Lord’s shoulder,.connected with a revelation 
supposed to have been made by Our Lord to St. Bernard, which carries 
this promise: “Honor this wound with thy devotion and I will grant 
thee whatsoever thou dost ask through its virtue and merit. And in 
regard of those who shall venerate this wound, I will remit to them 
all their venial sins, and will no longer remember their mortal sins.” 
Careful investigation by competent authorities has proved that this 
revelation has no authentic foundation, as is shown by the fact that 
it was formally condemned by the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences 
on May 26, 1898, and again on August 10, 1899. 

Another object of this kind of “devotion” is the revelation sup- 
posedly made by Our Lord to St. Bridget, St. Gertrude and St. Mech- 
tilde concerning the number of blows He received during His Passion, 
the number of drops of Blood He shed, etc. Five wonderful promises 
are held out as an inducement to practice the prescribed devotions. 
Here, again, the Sacred Congregation has issued a decree of condemna- 


tion. 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 307 


A “Novena to St. Martha” is another practice belonging to this 
class. Not that there is any prohibition against the making of a 
novena to this saint, or to any other, for that is permissible at any 
time; but the fault lies in the laying down of certain express condi- 
tions for the gaining of the saint’s favor, and the guarantee of the 
infallible granting of petitions, — the claim being that if certain prayers 
are recited on nine consecutive Tuesdays and a candle burned in honor 
of the saint each Tuesday, she will “grant all requests, no matter how 
difficult, before the termination of the nine Tuesdays.” 

But the height of “pious folly” seems to have been reached in the 
so-called “Powerful Prayer of the Emperor Charles to the Holy Cross 
of Christ,” which, according to the explanation given, was supposed 
to have been found in the Holy Sepulchre of Christ in Jerusalem and 
given by the Pope to Emperor Charles II for his safety when he went 
forth to battle. Though the prayer in itself might not be objectionable 
if used with simple, pious devotion, its “history” is without founda- 
tion of truth, and the. list of promises attached to it borders on the 
ridiculous in some instances. One version (apparently there are several, 
with slight variations) reads as follows: 

They who repeat this prayer, or hear it repeated, or keep | 
it near them, shall never die a sudden death, nor be 
drowned in water, nor shall they fall into the hands of their 
enemies, nor shall they be overpowered in any battle, nor 
shall poison take any effect on them; it being read over ex- 
pectant mothers, they shall be safely delivered; and when 
the child is born, lay this prayer on his or her right side 
and him or her shall not be troubled with any of the 32 
misfortunes. If you see anyone in fits, lay it on his or her 
right side, and him or her shall stand up and thank you. 
They that shall send this prayer from home to home shall 
be blessed from the Lord. They who shall laugh at this 
prayer shall suffer... They who shall keep it around them 
shall not be killed by thunder or lightning. And they who 
keep it about them, and repeat it every day, shall have three 
days warning before death. 





Needless to say, this “devotion” has also been properly condemned 
by competent authority, though unfortunately, like many others of its 
kind, it continues to be propagated, doubtless through ignorance of 
the Church’s prohibition. 

Certainly no Catholic denies the power of prayer, for Almighty 
God Himself has made wonderful promises in favor of confident and 
persevering prayer. But to attempt to make magic formulas out of 
prayers and to attribute to them certain unfailing effects, is to make 
a false use of prayer and therefore to practice superstition —a sin 
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against the First Commandment. Any prayer, even the most efficacious, 
is always subject to the designs and the will of God, whose wisdom is 
beyond human comprehension. Consequently, no one may dare to 
attribute to a prayer any certitude as to a definite result. 

In the face of a surge of such misdirected piety, the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Indulgences, on May 4, 1892, issued a decree “condemn- 
ing all such novelties, unusual devotions and new titles of worship, as 
leading to error in the Faith and giving occasion to enemies of religion 
to calumniate true Catholic piety.” Similar proclamations had been 
made previously, as occasion demanded, and others have been made 
since. On May 26, 1937, and again on April 17, 1942, the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office issued a decree, cautioning bishops 
to have examined carefully booklets, pamphlets and leaflets which, 
while containing no formal errors, are not in agreement with the ap- 
proved forms of devotion. It is no easy matter, even for the highest 
authority, to eradicate beliefs and to check the growth of devotions 
which have taken a strong hold on the popular mind, and in spite of 
the many prohibitions issued, such false devotions continue to be 
propagated. Those who inaugurate them or who spread them are 
certainly assuming a grave responsibility, both because of their dis- 
obedience to the Church and of the many souls they cause to be led 
into error. 

The duty of Catholics with regard to such unauthentic prayers and 
devotions should be clear to all. When they are received through the 
mail or otherwise, they should be destroyed without delay. Everyone 
can readily recognize a “chain prayer,” and there is no excuse for pay- 
ing any heed to them. There may be difficulty in recognizing others, 
but a safe rule to follow is to see whether the prayer carries the 
“Imprimatur” of a duly authorized Bishop. If it does, the prayer may 
safely be used; if not, it should be discarded, or the advice of one’s 


confessor or pastor asked. To be continued 


For VICTORY 


Continue to 
Buy U. S. War Bonds & Stamps 














now and Eixplain Your Gatholic Faith 


-— — 


The Apostles’ Creed 


ate 
ARTICLE X — The Forgiveness of Sins 


Continued 


ECAUSE sin is an offense against God, God alone has the right and 
the power to forgive sins. He can, however, commission others 
to do so by His authority and in His name, just as a civil magis- 

trate may empower subordinate officers to pardon criminals. This He 
does in the sacrament of penance. 

The Church speaks of the sacrament of penance as a second plank, 
thrown by God’s compassion to the shipwrecked soul, in order to rescue 
it from drowning. It is, so to say, a “second chance” of salvation held 
out to the soul which has soiled and rent by sin the beautiful garment 
of sanctifying grace received at baptism. In the sacrament of penance 
these stains are washed out in the Precious Blood of Christ and the 
rents are repaired by His merits therein applied to the soul. 

The Council of Trent, in one of its sessions, thus explained the 
necessity of this sacrament: “If all the regenerated had shown their 
gratitude to God by continually guarding the righteousness received in 
baptism from His grace and bounty, there would have been no need 
that another sacrament should be instituted beyond baptism for the 
remission of sins. But since God is rich in mercy, He ‘knew our frame,’ 
and supplied a life-giving remedy to those, even, who should afterwards 
hand themselves over to: the slavery of sin and the power of Satan — 
to wit, the sacrament of penance, by which the benefits of Christ’s 
Death are applied to those who have sinned after baptism. For, penance 
was at all times necessary unto all men who had stained their souls 
with deadly sin, that they might obtain grace and righteousness... 
Whence the Prophet says: ‘Be converted and do penance for all your 
iniquities, and iniquity shall not be your ruin’ (Ezech. xviii. 30). More- 
over, neither was penance a sacrament previous to the coming of Christ, 
nor is it so to anyone previous to his baptism. The Lord, then, ordained 
the sacrament of penance chiefly on the occasion when, after His resur- 
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rection, He breathed on His Apostles, saying: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit; 
whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins 
you shall retain, they are retained’ (John xx. 22, 23).” 

According to this teaching, penance was always a necessary remedy 
for sins; but our Lord Jesus Christ raised penance to the dignity of a 
sacrament, which required a special Divine gift for its administration. 

For 4,000 years, God reserved to Himself alone the power to for- 
give sins. “I am He that blots out thy iniquities,’’ He said by the lips 
of the Prophet Isaias (xliii. 25). Before the time of Christ, no human 
being was ever empowered to exercise this faculty. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the God-man, was the first to receive this prerogative from His 
Father, and He in turn imparted it to His Apostles and their successors. 
During His lifetime, however, Jesus reserved to Himself exclusively the 
power of forgiving sins. Not until after His resurrection did He 
delegate that power to His Apostles, and it was only after His ascension 
that the Apostles began to exercise it. 

Jesus proved conclusively that He had power, as man, to forgive 
sins. On various occasions, recorded in the four Gospel accounts, He 
prefaced His miraculous cures of bodily afflictions with the assurance 
that the afflicted person’s sins were forgiven; but on one occasion He 
performed a miracle for the express purpose of proving that He pos- 
sessed the power to forgive sins as man. The occasion was a momentous 
one, and well designed to make a wide and deep impression. He was 
preaching to a great crowd of people who had been drawn by the 
fame of His wonderful works. Among them were many of the social 
leaders of Israel, some of whom had come from afar, and from all the 
chief cities of the land. These were not at all kindly disposed toward 
our Savior. Seated about Him with frigid dignity, the subtle Scribes 
and haughty Doctors and Pharisees watched intently for any word or 
act which might serve them for an occasion to publicly denounce Him 
as a false teacher. Jesus knew their state of mind and was prepared 
to remedy it. The opportunity to do so soon presented itself. While 
He was speaking, four men approached the house, bearing a litter 
upon which lay a wretched man stricken in every limb with paralysis. 
Seeing that there was no other way of gaining access to the Master, 
because of the dense throng of people, the newcomers climbed up to 
the roof with their pitiful burden, loosened some of the tiles, and let 
down the man into the midst before Jesus. 

At sight of the poor sufferer, all hearts were moved with pity, 
and a stir of expectation ran through the throng, for all felt confident 
that Jesus would heal the palsied limbs by a miracle. Jesus saw indeed 
the limp and lifeless limbs, and His loving Heart was moved with pity; 
yet His mind was occupied with the still more wretched state of the 
poor man’s soul, apparent only to His Divine eye. The misshapen body 
was a thing of beauty by comparison with the hideous deformity of 
that sin-laden soul, and it was therefore to the latter that He gave His 
first attention. “Take courage, son,’”’ He said, casting a compassionate 
look upon the sick man. All eyes were fixed upon Him expectantly, 
for the people felt confident that they were about to witness a miracle. 
But their expectancy gave way to blank amazement when Jesus spoke 
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these startling words: “Thy sins are forgiven thee.’’ Disappointed, 
they gazed upon the poor paralytic, whose outward condition remained 
unchanged. Indeed, some who before had been full of confidence in 
the power of Christ now began to waver, and others: who had been in 
doubt were now fully convinced that He was not only a deceiver, but a 
blasphemer as well. And the learned men present said within them- 
selves: ‘‘Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive 
sins, but God only?’”’ Here, they judged, was indeed a seducer of the 
people, actually laying claim to a higher power than that of Mosgs and 
the Prophets, yet giving no sign of His title to it. For who could prove 
that His words, “‘thy sins are forgiven thee,’’ had taken the desired 
effect? 

This was precisely the frame of mind in which Jesus wished them 
to be. Showing that He read their thoughts, He said to them: ‘‘Why 
are you arguing in your hearts? Which is easier to say, ‘Thy sins are 
forgiven thee,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’?’’ He knew that they thought 
it easier to say, ‘‘thy sins are forgiven thee,’”’ because no human eye could 
look into the soul to detect whether the words had taken effect or not. 
Therefore Jesus added immediately: “But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins,’’ He said to the 
paralytic — “I say to thee, arise, take up thy pallet and go to thy 
house.”’ Instantly the man arose, sound in every limb, took up the 
bed on which he had been lying for many a day, and went his way 
rejoicing and glorifying God. Astonishment seized the people, and, 
full of fear, they glorified God who had given such power to men. 
(Luke v. 18-26; Matt. ix. 1-8.) 

Thus Jesus met the silent challenge of His enemies by proving 
that He had the power to forgive sins, and that He exercised that power, 
not as God, but as man. Nor did His hearers fail to grasp His meaning 
and intention, for the people glorified God who had given such power 
to men, 

This convincing proof was intended, however, not merely for those 
who witnessed this marvelous scene, but for all men of all times. Jesus 
wished to convey to all generations of mankind the truth that God not 
only forgives sins Himself directly, but that He also delegates that 
power to certain men who exercise it in virtue of His authority. 

But now we may ask the question: To whom did our Lord Jesus 
Christ delegate this power, and what proof have we from the Scrip- 
tures that He did so? Every Catholic knows well the answer and 
confesses it without any doubt: Yes, He empowered His Apostles 
and their lawful successors, the bishops and priests of the Catholic 
Church, to do so. But for the sake of those who demand scriptural 
authority, let us deduce proofs from Holy Writ to show just how and 
when He delegated this wonderful power to them. 

In the Gospel of St. Matthew we read that on the occasion of St. 
Peter’s glorious confession of the Divinity of Christ, Jesus said to him: 
“I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven’’ (xvi. 19). Here we find an 
explicit promise of the power to forgive sin. A little later the same 
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promise was given to the whole body of the Apostles when Jesus said 
to them: “Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound also in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed 
also in heaven” (Matt. xviii. 18). But it was not until the evening of 
the day of His resurrection that Jesus definitely instituted the sacrament 
of penance, St. John, the beloved disciple, narrates this important 
event in the following words: ‘“‘When it was late that same day, the 
first of the week, though the doors where the disciples gathered had 
been closed for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst 
and said to them: ‘Peace be to you!’ And when He had said this, 
He showed them His hands and His side. The disciples therefore re- 
joiced at the sight of the Lord. He therefore said to them again: 
‘Peace be to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.’ When 
He had said this, He breathed upon them, and said to them: ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit; WHOSE SINS YOU SHALL FORGIVE, THEY ARE 
FORGIVEN THEM; AND WHOSE SINS YOU SHALL RETAIN, THEY 
ARE RETAINED’ " (John xx. 19-23). 

Here, then, we have conclusive proof not only that Our Lord con- 
ferred upon the ministers of His Church the power to forgive sins in 
the sacrament of penance, but also that He gave to that sacrament its 
judicial character; for He conferred upon the Apostles not only the 
power to forgive, but also the power to retain sins. Certainly He could 
not have chosen plainer words than these to delegate to the Apostles 
and their successors the absolving power which He had received from 
His Father, and to make it clear at the same time that the sinner 
must make a confession of his sins before he can obtain their forgive- 
ness, for how could His ministers pass judgment as to whether the sins 
should be forgiven or retained if the sins were not made known to 
them? And who but the sinner himself could make known the facts 
by which the case was to be decided? Had Jesus merely said to His 
Apostles, “‘whose sins you shall forgive they are forgiven them,’’ and 
nothing more, there might appear some reason for thinking that no 
particular knowledge of the sins to be forgiven was needed on their 
part. But He did not stop there; He showed too plainly to admit of 
contradiction that this was not His intention, for He added: “‘whose 
sins you shall retain, they are retained.” 

It follows, then, that the power of forgiving sins on the part of 
Christ’s ministers involves the previous obligation on the part of the 
penitent of confessing them. The minister of Christ is not empowered 
to give absolution to everyone indiscriminately. His power is judicial, 
and must be exercised with prudence and discretion. He must reject 
the impenitent and absolve the contrite. But he cannot judge of the 
state of the sinner unless he knows his sins; and he cannot know the 
sins unless they are confessed. 

We stress this point, because it is the basis of the Church’s claim 
that the tribunal of confession was instituted by Christ, against the 
objections of those who claim that this tribunal is an invention on the 
part of the priesthood for personal gain. This doctrine of confession 
and absolution from sin sounds strange in the ears of unbelievers. 
They resent it as the assumption by mere mortal men of a prerogative 
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of God, and try to explain away the evident sense of these words of 
Christ to His Church. They ‘argue that it is required only to confess 
one’s sins to God in the secret of one’s own heart, or of one’s own 
chamber, in order to obtain their forgiveness. 

Why, then, did Christ give to His Apostles the power to forgive sin 
— as is so evident from the Scriptural passages above quoted — if 
He did not intend that they and their successors should exercise it? 
The pardoning power which He conferred upon the Apostles’ was an 
extraordinary prerogative. In bestowing it, Our Lord showed by the 
solemn act of breathing upon; the Apostles, which signified the special 
internal gift of the Holy Spirit, that a very exceptional grace of the 
Divine Spirit was needed for sharing ministerially in a Divine preroga- 
tive so far exceeding human competence as that of forgiving sins com- 
mitted against the Majesty of God. But it would have been an insig- 
nificant and useless prerogative if sinners could always obtain forgive- 
ness by secretly confessing to God in their chambers. Rarely would 
any penitent have recourse to God’s ministers if he could obtain pardon 
on such easy terms. God says to His priests: ‘I give you the keys 
of My kingdom, that you may dispense the treasures of mercy to repent- 
ing sinners.”” But the keys of God’s treasures would seldom be used 


if a sinner could obtain a ransom without applying to his ministers. 
To be continued 
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Sanctification through the Mass 
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Co-Victims with Christ (continued) 

HE word “victim” is for many a fearsome word, because in their 
mind it implies suffering, sacrifice, the endurance of painful 
trials and afflictions. To offer themselves as victims, they fear, means 
to invite sorrows and sufferings of all kinds. This, however, is a mis- 
taken idea, unless, of course, one offers oneself expressly as a victim 
of expiation, which would naturally involve suffering and sacrifice. 
But to be a victim to God in the ordinary sense simply means to make 
an entire offering of oneself to His Divine Majesty — to dedicate all 
that one is and all that one has and does to His honor and glory. It 
means the gift of oneself to God in a loving surrender to His Divine 
Providence, with a ready acceptance from His hands of whatever it 
may please Him to send, whether pleasant or unpleasant to nature. 
It is in the sacrifice or the giving of oneself that the essence of victim- 
hood lies. Thus one can be just as truly a “victim” in health, in 
joy and in consolation as in sickness, in sorrow and in suffering, 
although the sacrifice is doubtless more meritorious when it involves 

suffering, provided the suffering be borne in the right disposition. 
The angels in heaven are victims of Divine love in that they offer 
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themselves to God unceasingly in a loving sacrifice of adoration, praise 
and thanksgiving. Adam, in the Garden of Eden, before his fall, was 
in a state of perpetual sacrifice. He offered himself to God, whom he 
acknowledged as his supreme Lord, and gave thanks for all the blessings 
bestowed upon him, at the same time entreating God, no doubt, to 
continue to bestow His benefits. And after his fall, Adam continued 
to be a victim, but thereafter a fresh obligation was laid upon him 
and upon all his posterity, namely, that of expiation. 

But the unique and infinitely 
perfect Victim is our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Not only was He a Victim 
from the first to the last moment 
of His mortal life, but He con- 
tinues to be so in the Holy Eu- 
charist, and also in heaven, where 
He reigns in glory. For all eternity 
He will remain in a sacrificial state 
before His Heavenly Father, be- 
cause He will continue always to 
be a “creature” in so far as He is 
man, and therefore cannot cease 
from offering His Father adoration, 
praise and thanksgiving, which are 
the essential acts of every crea- 
ture’s worship. He will not be 
eternally a victim of expiation, 
since there will be nothing left to 

“‘A pure Host, a holy Host, expiate after the general judgment; 

irae er nor a victim of supplication, since 
there will remain no blessings to pray for, when the elect are in pos- 
session of every good; but He will always be a victim of adoration 
and thanksgiving, and we shall all, including Mary and also the angels, 
be united with His eternal sacrifice as victims of adoration and thanks- 
giving. (Introduction to Jesus Christ,. Priest and Victim, by Pere 
S. M. Giraud.) 

In offering ourselves as victims in union with the Sacrifice of 
Christ, we are not called upon to give up our lives or to change their 
exterior course (unless that course be evil), but to dedicate them to 
God and to change them interiorly so that they may be worthy to be 
united with the Sacrifice of Christ. Just as the wheat and grapes are 
ground in the mill and the press to become fit material for the Sacrifice, 
so too our lives must be “ground” in the mill of self-discipline and 
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made conformable to the Christian ideal in order that we may worthily 
be offered with Christ. 

There is a special significance for us in the fact that the host 
used by the priest at Holy Mass is made of the finest flour, and is of 
unlegvened bread. Tu be offered as hosts with Christ, we must, as 
St. Paul says, purify our lives by “purging out the old leaven.” The 
leaven stands for all that is not good and true, all that is not according 
to the Christian spirit. We must seek in our mind, in our will, in our 
heart, in our intentions, all that is selfish, base, sensual, uncharitable, 
worldly, all that is not absolutely worthy of a good and true Christian, 
and then endeavor to root it out and to supplant it with Christlike 
virtues. Each day we must strive to become more like our Divine 
Model, so that our “victim,” our “host,” may bear an ever greater 
resemblance to the pure host offered by the priest. Being thus gradually 
transformed into the likeness of Jesus,,we shall become in truth “other 
Christs,” as every Christian should be. 

It stands to reason that our first concern, if we wish to participate 
as fully as possible in the treasures of the Mass, must certainly be to 
be united to Christ by sanctifying grace; for how can anyone presume 
to join the oblation of himself with that of the spotless Lamb of God 
if his soul is defiled with sig, and therefore at enmity with God? We 
should therefore purify our soul frequently in the sacrament of penance 
and by fervent acts of love and contrition, and thus dispose ourselves 
for the reception of the graces flowing from the Mass. 


Holy Communion, the Fruit of the Sacrifice 


The fullest and most complete participation in the Holy Sacrifice 
is achieved in the reception of Holy Communion, whith is the fruit of 
the Sacrifice. At the Offertory and the Consecration we give Christ to 
God; at the Communion, God gives Christ to us. And with Christ, the 
Divine Victim and High Priest, we receive the fulness of Divine grace. 
This is expressed in the third prayer following the Consecration, in 
which the priest says: “Grant, we beseech Thee, O Almighty God, that 
as many of us as shall partake of the most sacred Body and Blood of 
Thy Son at this altar may be filled with every heavenly blessing and 
grace.” It is the wish of the Church that the faithful receive Holy : 
Communion each time they assist at Holy Mass (unless, of course, they 
assist at more than one Holy Mass in a day). If for some good reason 
they cannot receive Communion sacramentally, they should at least do 
so spiritually, with the ardent desire of being united in a most intimate 
manner with Christ, the Victim on the altar. 

Holy Communion is the crowning and completion of the Sacrifice. 
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It is the Sacrifice-Banquet, at which our Lord Jesus Christ becomes the 
Food of souls, the heavenly Bread which maintains and increases the 
Divine life of sanctifying grace in them. In this sacrificial Banquet, 
Our Lord bestows on us the fruit and blessing of the Sacrifice-Oblation. 
Therefore, everyone who wishes to participate in fullest measure in 
the fruits of the Mass and to be united to Christ in it as perfectly and 
completely as possible, should approach the Holy Table at the Com- 
munion of the Mass. All too many of the faithful seem to forget the 
intimate relationship that exists between-the Mass and Holy Communion. 
Many communicate outside of the time of Mass; others again assist at 
Holy Mass without any thought of receiving Holy Communion. For 
many, the Mass is merely the setting of their devotions for Communion. 

We shall not dwell here on the wonderful effects of Holy Com- 
munion, for that would be beyond the scope of our subject. Suffice it 
to say, that the ideal way of participating in the Holy Sacrifice is to 
partake of the Sacrifice-Banquet, and thus, by a personal and most in- 
timate union with the Divine High Priest and Victim, to be made par- 
taker in fullest measure of the fruits of the adorable Sacrifice. 


Necessity of Proper Instruction 


From all that has been said, we may see how important it is to 
be properly instructed in order to assist at Holy Mass with the greatest 
possible benefit to our souls. We should know what the Mass is, which 
are its most important parts, and what part we are supposed to take in 
its celebration. It is from a lack of spiritual insight that so many 
people derive but little benefit from the Mass. To many, the time of 
Mass is a time ofgweariness, and the hearing of it a tiresome obligation 
to be suffered and endured with listless boredom rather than used and 
enjoyed with the utmost devotion and spiritual profit. Because they 
do not appreciate the true meaning and value of the Mass, nor under- 
stand what part they are to take in this Divine function, they assist in 
a very imperfect manner; they “day-dream” away the sacred time of 
Mass, and thus this richest source of grace and blessing remains for 
them a “sealed-up fountain.” They leave the Holy Sacrifice, one might 
almost say, empty-handed, and it produces little or no effect in their 
lives. And, sad to say, all too often a mere nothing, a trifling pretext, 
a worthless excuse, keeps many away altogether. 

How different it would be if they knew how to profit by this 
stupendous Sacrifice, how to appreciate the treasures of the Mass, how 
to make the Mass the sun and center of their lives! Then might they 
confidently expect to obtain abundant strength to bear their daily 
trials and to overcome their evil inclinations and sinful habits; then 
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would they experience a marked increase in virtue and a rapid progress 
toward Christian perfection, together with many other blessings. 

Holy Mass holds out for us the great gift of personal union with 
Christ, not only through Holy Communion, but through the Sacrifice 
itself. If we well understood the intimate relation between our Divine 
Lord and those devoutly assisting at Holy Mass, and the consequent 
blessings to souls, we would make every effort to acquire the knowledge 
and the dispositions requisite for a proper participation in its celebration. 

Dear lovers of the Sacred Heart! make use of the time of Mass as 
the most precious time of your whole lives. Make use of Jesus Cruci- 
fied, who at Mass is all yours. Through Him and with Him and in 
Him offer your prayers and make the sacrifice of your passions and 
evil habits. Give Him your life’s service, your interests and needs, 
your work and all your cares and troubles of daily life. Pray for 
sinners, for the Church, for the Pope, for the troubled world, for the 
poor souls in purgatory. As your devotion for Holy Mass increases, 
so will your life, with its daily round of: labors, troubles and trials, 
become easier to bear; for in each Mass Jesus Himself is given to you, 
and with Him are given all things else. 


Those who are eager to “‘celebrate’’ Holy Mass in the best possible 
manner can draw immense profit from the reading of good books, 
magazines and booklets treating of this subject. Fortunately there 
are many excellent publications of this kind on the market, some of 
them at small cost. We mention below just a few which we believe 
would be very helpful. It ought to be the study of our life to learn 
to assist at Holy Mass properly. Indeed, a lifetime of effort would not 
be too much to apply to a study of such great importance for our 
eternal welfare and happiness. For the more we understand the Mass, 
the more we will love it, the more perfectly we will assist at it, and 
the more it will become our very life and the fountain of every blessing. 


BOOKS 


***My’ Mass,”’ by Grimaud-Newcomb, Benziger Brothers, 36 Barclay St., 
New York City, $1.75. 
“The Mass,” by Rev. Jos. A Dunney, The Macmillan Co., New York. 


BOOKLETS " 
“The Treasures of the Mass,’ Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 25¢ 
“The Meaning of the Mass,” by Rev. Paul Bussard, 
P, J. Kennedy & Sons, 12 Barclay St., New York. 
“Study the Mass,” by Dr. Pius Parsch 
The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota, 25¢. 
“It’s YOUR Mass Too,” by Rev. Hugh Calkins, — The Servite Fathers, 
3121 Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Illinois, 15¢. 
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Little Louvers’ Leaque 


VERY year, on one of the last Sundays of January or at 
the beginning of February, we hear the story in the Gos- 
pel of the Workers in the Vineyard. It is Our Lord who 
tells us this story. At the time when Our Lord lived, 
there were many vineyards in Palestine and the people 
all understood how much work is needed to care for the 

grapevines properly, by loosening the soil in the spring, pulling up and 

hoeing out the weeds, later on pruning the vines and tying them up, and 
finally gathering the grapes and making the wine. So Jesus used this as 
an example to teach us a special lesson. He tells us how a certain man 
had a big vineyard. His regular workmen could not do all the work, 
so he went to hire others to help them. It was very early in the morn- 
ing and he soon found some men standing idle about the streets. He 
asked them if they would work in his vineyard and told them he would 
pay them a denarius, whichis about 20¢ in our money, and which in 
those days was very good pay. The men agreed and set out for the 
vineyard. A few hours later the owner went to look for more men to 
help because there was so much work to be done. Again, after a time, 
he hired others and sent them to his vineyard. When evening came 
he told the man in charge of the vineyard to pay the men their wages, 
and to give each one a denarius, even though some had worked only one 
hour. But some of those who had worked all day began to complain 
because they received just the same pay as those who had worked only 
one hour; they thought they deserved more. The master reminded 
them that they had agreed to work for a denarius and so he was not 
being unjust when he gave them only that. Then he told them that 
they should not be envious of the others who were well treated too. 
Do you know why Our Lord tells us this story? It is because He 
wants us to realize that we must work for God. He wants us to under- 
stand that the vineyard is God’s Church on earth. God calls us to 
work in His vineyard by making us members of His Holy Catholic 

Church through baptism, and we must work to save our souls and 
to help others save theirs. Then, when evening comes, which means 

when we die, God gives us the pay we have deserved — heaven. He 

gives heaven to all those who have worked faithfully even though some 
may have only worked for a short time, either because they were in- 
different and careless at first, but later repented and led a good life, 
or because they did not receive the Catholic Faith till late in life. 
These are like the workers who were hired late in the day. 
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But how are we to labor for God? First by cultivating the vine- 
yard of our heart. We must pull up the weeds by trying to root out 
our faults and bad habits; we must prune the vines by avoiding sin, 
and water them by daily prayer, attendance at Mass and receiving Holy 
Communion. If we do this faithfully, year after year, we will bring 
forth the grapes of virtues and good deeds, and God will repay us for 
our labor by giving us a reward in heaven. 


toepopoepoepoepoepoohofpopopopoo poo oop en moos 


Jesus lives with us 
in the Blessed Sacrament 
just as truly as He lived 
with Mary and Joseph at 
Nazareth. He invites us 
to receive Him often in 
Holy Communion, as the 
food of our souls, and to 
visit Him in His taber- 
nacle home. When He 
comes into our heart He 
gives us many blessings, 
helps us to overcome 
our faults, to fight temp- 
tations and to practice 
virtues. He wants each 
Little Lover to receive 
Him often, so that He 
may keep their hearts 
pure and fill them with 
His love. 





Ss Se St et Sts Stic St es ti Set Ss St Sa ts ae Ss a Se i ae is a a a 


The story of the workers in the vineyard reminds us of another 
story about some negroes in a mission district of Africa. They were 
supposed to help build a new government building, which had to be 
finished by a certain time. But they did not like to work and whenever 
the superintendent was not watching them they would sit down and take 
it easy. So the superintendent had to spend all his time with the men, 
coaxing and threatening them and directing the work. All went well 
enough until the superintendent became sick and could no longer be 
with the men to make them work. He was worried. What could he 
do to get them to work as they should? Suddenly he had an idea. 
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He had one glass eye which he could take out of its socket and put 
back again just as he pleased. So he dragged himself out to the place 
where the building was being put up, and ordered the natives to drive 
a big pole into the ground, and to place a ladder against it. Then 
he climbed up the ladder and took his glass eye out of its socket and 
put it on top of the pole. The natives were filled with astonishment, 
for they had never heard of a glass eye and believed it was his real 
eye. Then the superintendent said to the men: “I will fix it so you will 
never be out of my sight! This is my eye. It shall watch you at your 
work. And woe to the man who does not do his share!” The natives 
of course believed him and were filled with fear. They began to work 
real hard and kept at it day and night, so that in a very short time 
the building was all finished. 

Now there are many people like those men who are good only 
because others are watching them. Maybe some of you are even a 
little like that. Mother tells you not to take any cookies from the 
cookie jar, and as long as Mother is there, the cookies are safe, but if 
she is not around you are tempted to take just one cookie, saying to 
yourself, “Mother will never know the difference.” But God will know. 
He sees you no matter where you are or what you are doing. Try to 
remember this and it will help you in your efforts to be good. And 
always try to remember that whatever you do you should do it for 

God, for love of Him, and if sometimes you have to work harder or 
longer than others, never think that it is unfair or envy them. Your 
reward in heaven will be so much the greater, if you do it in obedience 
to God’s holy will and for love of Him. 


Practice: If you live near a church, or pass by one when you go 
to and from school, stop in and make a little visit to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment and pray the beautiful little prayer: ‘‘Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.” Those who 
cannot make a real visit may make a spiritual visit by thinking of 
the Blessed Sacrament and praying the Glory be to the Father. 


Aspiration: O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament Divine! All 
praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine! 


~~~ 
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